______________________________     
DOCKET #______________________

VERSUS



         
11TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

______________________________     
SABINE PARISH, LOUISIANA


AFFIDAVIT OF CLERK'S DOCKET SUIT
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared  

__________________________________________________ who after being duly sworn, 
deposes and says:

That _____________________________________________________  is indebted unto 
him in the full amount of $___________________together with legal rate of interest thereon 
from date of judicial demand until paid, all attorney's fees which may be incurred for collection 
and all costs of this suit.

The indebtedness was incurred for the year __________.

The nature of said claim being __________________________________

________________________________________________________________.

______________________________

Signature

______________________________

Print Name 

______________________________

Address

______________________________

City, State, Zip

______________________________

Phone Number

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, Notary Public, on this

_________day of ___________________________, 2 0 ______.


______________________________________________


Deputy Clerk & Ex-Officio Notary Public or Notary Public





SERVICE ADDRESS AND/OR DIRECTIONS:

___________________________________

___________________________________       
Last 4 Digits of Defendants SSN _________
or Date of Birth _______________________

Sabine Parish Clerk of Court

P.O. Box 419

Many, LA 71449

318-256-6223


Small Claims Suit / Clerk’s Docket Suit Procedures

The maximum amount for filing a clerk’s docket suit is $5,000.  CCP Art. 4912 Eff. 8.15.08

You may choose to represent yourself or obtain counsel to proceed in small claims court. This office can not act as your legal advisor. As plaintiff you must sign a sworn statement stating amount and furnish the defendant’s physical address for service of process. An Affidavit form can be furnished by this office. Invoice or mortgage notes should be attached to the affidavit as an exhibit.

The plaintiff is responsible for all costs of court.  Upon filing the suit, the plaintiff must pay advance costs in the amount of $350 for one defendant and $75 for each additional defendant. This is not a flat fee. If costs exceed the advance deposit, the plaintiff is required to pay any costs due before proceeding. An invoice will be mailed to the plaintiff as notice.

The defendant will be served by the Sheriff with citation, stating the amount due and notifying the defendant that he has 10 days to file an answer. The answer must be in writing, signed by the defendant and filed with the Clerk. The Clerk will send a copy of the answer to the plaintiff. The plaintiff may choose to proceed by asking that the matter be set for trial before the District Judge. A Motion and Order to Fix for Trial can be obtained from the Clerk. The Motion will be sent to the Judge who will fix a trial date. Both parties will be notified of the trial date by the Clerk by certified mail.

Judgment is not automatically rendered. If the defendant defaults, by not filing an answer or does not satisfy the claim by paying the plaintiff, the plaintiff may request judgment be taken without going to court.  The plaintiff should file a statement asking the Clerk to render judgment for the amount sued upon, less any payments. 

All payments must be paid directly to the plaintiff. The plaintiff should also collect court costs from the defendant. The cost of court amount may be obtained by contacting the Clerk’s office. The plaintiff may choose to accept a partial payment and may still obtain judgment for the balance due.

After judgment is rendered, the plaintiff may force collection by process of seizure and sale or garnishment. Additional court costs must be advanced. A lawyer’s services may become necessary. Forms and pleadings beyond Judgment are not available at the Clerk’s office. Appeal delays should lapse before proceeding. For seizure and sale, the plaintiff may request a Writ of FiFa be issued to the Sheriff requesting a specific property or movable be seized and sold. Sheriff’s Commission, advertising costs, storage fees, mennonite notice costs, and other related costs are the plaintiff’s responsibility. 
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